CHAPTER VII
LEPINSKY STEALS THE IMPERIAL JEWELS
IN the spring 6f 1920 the White government of North Russia, which
had been maintained at Archangel with the help of British troops>
was desefted by its allies and was ousted by the Reds. In the begin-
ning of the same year the Allied Supreme Council abandoned its
blockade of the Russian ports and the Bolsheviks were hopeful that
they might soon be able to ease the situation at home with the help
of some foreign trade. In preparation for this an order was issued for
the return to Petrograd of a fleet of tugs transferred to Archangel by
the Imperial Government when the closing of the Baltic by German
submarines had rendered them of little use in their home port,
The tugs had been taken north along the century-old Marinsky canal
system which linked the Baltic ma the Neva, Lake Ladoga, and Lake
Onega with the River Dwina and the White Sea, It was now
proposed that they should be brought back to Petrograd,, not by the
inland canal route, which lack of attention during the civil war years
was believed to have rendered useless for this purpose, but by the
sea route round the North Cape, down the coast of Norway, and into
the Baltic again.
The order to arrange the transfer was passed to the Northern
Commune Confiscation Commission, It seems a big jump from
automobiles to sea-going tugs, but technically it was quite correct,
During the occupation of Archangel by the British and the Whites
the tugs had remained the property of their original owners, a firm
of Petrograd stevedores, They were now to be confiscated by the
Soviet Government, and as the terms of the Commission covered
everything in the transport line except railways, the duty of super-
intending the confiscation quite properly fell to us, and the Moscow
bureaucrats were sticklers for the nice points of red tape.
There was more in the manoeuvre than met the eye, however.
The owners of the tugs were two brothers, one of whom had escaped
from Russia and was then living in London; the other was still k
Petrograd and was employed in a minor capacity by the local Soviet
The brothers were naturally anxious to save their property from
falling into the hands of the Bolsheviks if they possibly could. They
were already in touch with an agent of the imdergroiind sabotage
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